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2017 ANNUAL REPORT

2017 was a pivotal year for Five Points
South, which included the creation of a
new annual festival, the announcement,
approval, and completion of various
projects, and an awareness campaign to
support a locally-driven Master Plan.
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BOA RD MEMBERS

The Five Points Alliance Board is
comprised of local business owners,
property owners, vested professionals,
vested residents and loyal representatives
of Five Points South.
BOARD CHAIR

Steve Alexander – Law Office of
C. Stephen Alexander, PC

BOARD PRESIDENT

Although they are of various ages and different backgrounds, they all have one thing
in common: An unwavering commitment to the advancement of the Five Points South
neighborhood and its continued economic development.

George Reis – Ocean Restaurant, 5 Point
Public House & Oyster Bar

BOARD VICE PRESIDENT
John Boone – Orchestra Partners

TREASURER

Sally Bradley – Kassouf & Co.

S E C R E TA R Y

Joe Babin – Orbit Salon

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S C H A I R
Bill Stoeffhaas – Style Advertising

S TA F F

James Little – Five Points South, District
Manager, REV Birmingham
Sheila Chaffin – Hassinger Daniels B&B,
Cobb Lane B&B
Danny Jones – Five Points South – Neighborhood President
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Brian Templeton – UAB Planning Design
and Construction

MESSAGE FROM THE CH AIRM A N OF THE BOA RD

In 1887 the Town of Highlands was
incorporated as the first streetcar suburb of
the City of Birmingham, which at the time
was itself only 15 years old.
A modern new public transportation system came up 20th Street to a wide circular intersection before looping around it and
returning downtown. The families that had magically built Birmingham into an industrial giant moved into the neighborhood
surrounding that intersection and fanned out in five directions to create what is still today one of the most picturesque and
walkable neighborhoods in Alabama. Set against the backdrop of Red Mountain, they built ornate homes, magnificent houses
of worship, and the businesses to serve their thriving new community. This is the legacy that those of us who love Five Points
South have inherited, and it is a responsibility that requires regular attention.

tourist destination, resulting in the addition
and redevelopment of several B & B’s and
hotels to serve the people that come here
for UAB, for business, or for pleasure.
As I said, the maintenance of this unique
place requires regular attention. Some
of that can be performed by the city
government, and some by the individual
residents, businesses and property owners.
In 2017, the volunteer members of the
Five Points Alliance banded together in
order to have a place where the voices of
all of those stakeholders could be heard
and organized to the greatest possible
effect; this report is intended to present a
snapshot of that effect to date. I hope you’ll
consider being a part of taking that work
into the future as Five Points South moves
into its next 130 years.

-

Steve Alexander

////////////////

Over the intervening years many different
groups of people have helped to maintain
this legacy, by investing in their own
homes and businesses in this historic and
increasingly eclectic district. The diversity
created in this melting pot is one of the
greatest strengths of our neighborhood, as
we live and work together here in the most
densely populated zip code in metropolitan
Birmingham. Within less than four square
miles Five Points South has million dollar
homes and student housing, late night
music clubs and Sunday morning church
choirs, martini bars and brew pubs, and a
selection of food from dozens of restaurants
representing every culture – including
several that are internationally known award
winners. That notoriety has fueled the
transformation of Five Points South from
just a local entertainment district into a real

WH AT FIV E POINTS SOUTH MEA N TO US

We want Five Points South to be the
premier entertainment and culinary
destination for locals and visitors, one that
offers vibrant experiences in a memorable,
walkable neighborhood environment.
MAIN STREET ALABAMA

Five Points South is a Main Street Alabama Network Community, which signifies a community
as one that has started district revitalization efforts. The next step for us is to become a formally
Designated Main Street Program, which will expose us to more Main Street resources, particularly
funding.
The Main Street® methodology was developed by the National Main Street Center, and is a proven
approach to historic district revitalization. The Main Street Approach® is fairly comprehensive, and
emphasizes four critical areas of revitalization:
1. ORGANIZATION

MISSION

Devoted to enriching the
vibrancy of Five Points
South, by unifying,
enhancing, and promoting
the area as the city’s
premier neighborhood
and culinary destination.

helps everyone work
towards the same
goals and maximizes
involvement of public
and private leaders
within the community.

2. PROMOTION

brings people back
downtown by helping
to attract visitors,
shoppers, and
investors.

3. DESIGN

enhances a district’s
appearance and
pedestrian amenities
while preserving its
historic features.

4. ECONOMIC VITALITY

stimulates business
development and
helps strengthen the
district’s economic
base.

By fully integrating the four points into a practical downtown revitalization effort, a local program will
produce fundamental changes in a community’s economy based on preservation strategies.

THE FIVE POINTS

COMMUNITY VALUES:

Its vibrant urban character
Its eccentrics and its
eccentricities
Its pioneers in progress
Taking chances
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Its history – passionately

2017 A LLIA NCE INITIATIV ES

Last year, a formal leadership structure
emerged when the Alliance elected a board
of directors and the City of Birmingham
officially endorsed us.
MEETINGS

4

Community Involvement
Meeting (civic, resident,
business, faith)

2

Community Master Plan
Meeting facilitated by KPS

12

Monthly Promotion Committee Meetings

11

We earned our 501(c)3 non-profit status, meaning that every dollar that is donated to our cause is
tax deductible. Donations to The Alliance allow us to more actively solve problems in Five Points
South. For example, with the help of REV Birmingham, we have been able to do 206 one-on-one
visits with business owners. Of the 106 identified as needing assistance in some way, we have been
able to deliver assistance to all but one of them.
With very little funding, The Alliance still managed to organize a series of well-attended community
meetings to obtain merchant and resident input on the most important issues facing Five Points
South, and we collected over 1,200 responses to an online survey. We plan to use the results of
these meetings and the survey to help drive economic development and community engagement,
and inform the long-range planning that will be included in the Master Plan being delivered to the city
in 2018. There will be a much larger communique released to our stakeholders on that later this year.

Monthly Real Estate Committee Meetings

8

Front Porch Meet-ups with
area residents

4

Sub-committee meetings
from Front Porch Meet-ups

12

Monthly Alliance Board
Meetings
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS
iN ATTENDANCE
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962

2017 A LLIA NCE SUCCESSES

As with the business one-on-ones, the
initiatives we set out to accomplish become
the successes we highlight in an annual
report.
2017 was no exception. Perhaps most impressive was our very own Joe
Babin, who planned and directed the 130th Anniversary Celebration for
Five Points South by putting together the Storyteller Festival on October
28, 2017. This block party drew dozens of artists, merchants, and
performers and hundreds of onlookers from all over the Birmingham area
to celebrate the birth of our neighborhood.

FIVE POINTS SOUTH

106

VOLUNTEERS

331

VOLUNTEER HOURS

250

NEIGHBORHOOD
PACKETS SHARED

2,720

FEET OF SIDEWALKS &
ALLEYS CLEARED

3,812

POUNDS OF TRASH &
DEBRIS COLLECTED

$2,000

IN-KIND TREE
REMOVAL SERVICE

$7,990.34

VALUE OF
VOLUNTEER TIME

FIVE POINTS CLEAN & CLEAR

One of our favorite quarterly activities is the Five Points Clean & Clear,
which won Main Street Alabama’s 2017 award for Excellence in
Volunteer Development. See our stats in the column to the left.
ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION

Another event in which The Alliance is involved, and for which our
neighborhood has received accolades, is the annual St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration. It includes a flag raising, a parade, and the participation
of various local merchants. In 2015, it received a Main Street Alabama
award for Excellence in Promotion, and in 2017 it helped fuel over
$280,000 in sales, despite poor weather and competition from other
events in the city. See more about this event in the column to the right,
and please join us at this year’s parade on March 17, 2018!
HAPPY HOUR BROKER TOUR

This annual guided real estate tour led brokers and business owners
though 6 available properties giving them an insider’s look as to what is
happening in Five Points South.

S T. PAT R I C K ’ S
C E L E B R AT I O N

10

MERCHANTS
PARTICIPATED

$280,000
TOTAL SALES

$155,000

Parade Day

$125,000

St. Patrick’s Day

$30,000

TAXES COLLECTED

$17,000

Parade Day

$13,000

St. Patrick’s Day

15,639

TOTAL TRANSACTIONS

8411

Parade Day

7228

St. Patrick’s Day
POINTS SOUTH
FIVE
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CLEAN & CLEAR

We also joined with the Five Points Neighborhood Association and the
Birmingham Police Department in lobbying the City of Birmingham to
remove a dance club from the area, which had a history of violence,
theft, drug use, underage drinking, etc. While we strive to foster the
growth of all Five Points South businesses, we will not allow the
neighborhood’s future to continue to be limited by careless profiteering
and absentee landlords.

2017 A DDITIONA L STATS

We have included demographic data that
highlights the neighborhood.
400

EMAIL ADDRESSES
COLLECTED

464

AREA STORIES

This includes some area offerings, the amount of money invested in the
community, and a map of the merchant district. We invite you to contact
us with questions or suggestions, especially if you’d like to become more
involved in Five Points South. If you don’t have the time to participate with
us, we will happily accept a tax-deductible donation using the card that
has also been included with this report.

30K
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4.4%

VACANCY RATE
A decrease from 8.1% in
September 2017 which
equals 36,339 sq. ft. that has
been filled by newly opened
businesses or lease signings

3

WEBSITE VISITS

NET NEW BUSINESSES
• Homewood Suites
• Blush
• Sleek Sports Bar
& Grill

64K

WEBSITE PAGE VIEWS

7,162

47

FACEBOOK FANS

566

NET JOBS CREATED
30 / Homewood Suites
12 / Blush
5 / Sleek Sports
Bar & Grill

TOTAL LIKES GAINED

812

TOTAL LIKES GAINED

$23M +

PRIVATE DOLLARS
INVESTED
FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE CONTACT

James Little, District Manager REV Birmingham
or Steve Alexander Alliance Board Chair
1116 20th Street South, #402; Bham Al 35205
Email: alliance@fivepointsbham.com
www.fivepointsbham.com
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NET NEW BUSINESSES
COMING JAN/FEB 2018
• Alchemy
• Stephen Gregory
• D’s Tamales
• Vivint
• Brennan’s Irish Pub
COMING SPRING 2018
• The Woolworth

$100M +

2018 PROJECTED PRIVATE
DOLLARS INVESTMENT

Sponsorship for printing provided by:
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